On the Path to

Sustalnablllt

Edition 08 | Quarterly | April/ May /June 2012

4’\

with Sustainability

" .. Development and Integrated Growth Program

Partnerships that Get Results it hitbadandiis
P “"' ‘. Southern Bahia Lowlands




On the P§th to .
Sustainability

Commitment to the Future 4

Brazilian Environment Ministry’s program for Rio+20
spotlights initiative to further development and
growth with sustainability in the Southern Bahia
Lowlands

Knowledge that Transforms 6

Building Better students design a Model House that
meets the standards of the Federal Government’s
“My House, My Life” initiative, combining good quali-
ty and low costs

All Together /

Southern Lowlands towns are developing public poli-
cies with the support of the Federal and State govern-
ments and the Pratigi EPA Intermunicipal Consortium

Good-Guy Business 8

Istoé Dinheiro magazine hails the Odebrecht Organi-
zation for supporting the program its Foundation is
developing in the Southern Bahia Lowlands region
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Growth Opportunity 9

Cooprap exhibits handicrafts at the 10th Local Deve-
lopment Expo Brazil, an event organized by the Bra-
zilian Support Service for Small Businesses (SEBRAE)

Bolstering Results 10

Rural Family House of Presidente Tancredo Neves stu-
dent Jorge Costa has found a chance to increase his
household income through PAIS, a social technology
developed by the Fundag¢ao Banco do Brasil

Southern Lowlands from Different
Perspectives 1 1
The State of Bahia’s educational TV channel airs a do-

cumentary on the region’s municipalities, showcasing
their history, culture and natural wealth

Exchanging Experiences 12

See who shared experiences with the PDCIS in the last
three months



In the document titled “The Future we
Want” developed during the UN Conference
on Sustainable Development, Rio+20, the
eradication of poverty is cited as the main
challenge facing the planet. Achieving this
goal is linked to food security for people in
vulnerable situations, so the sustainability of
agriculture is a crucial point.

An initiative aligned with the planet’s needs

that seeks to strengthen small family farms

has been underway since 2003. The PDCIS

aims to induce prosperity in the Southern

Bahia Lowlands — a region with tremgnd9u§
environmental potential formed by 1‘?\{% ’
municipalities with mostly rural populatiol

— by keeping young talent in the countrysi
Therefore it seeks to achieve the Eight N

Millennium Development Goals advocated by

Representatives of the Mitsubishi Corporation and
Odebrecht Foundation at the booth that highlighted




the United Nations.

To achieve the First Millennium Goal -
“Eradicating Extreme Poverty and Hunger” —
the PDCIS’s strategy is focused on Cooperative
Strategic Alliances, a model that combines the
education of rural youth with the generation
of work and income opportunities for small
farmers. This experience was presented at
Rio+20 on June 14 as a model initiative in
Brazil, as part of the Environment Ministry
Department of Biodiversity and Forests’

Program.

The PDCIS was also the subject of a
presentation given on June 18 at a round
table titled “Cities at the Heart of the Future
We Want: Cities and Private Sector Dialogue
on Social Responsibility,” at the invitation
of the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research (UNITAR). During Rio+20, the
PDCIS was also present at the booths of the
Mitsubishi Corporation and Apex-Brasil.




Students at the Building Better Professional
Training Center in Valenga, Bahia, have used
the skills they acquired over the course of 18
months to build a Model House.

The project meets the parameters set by
the Federal Government’s “My House, My
Life” program and has been adapted for
people with special needs. These standards
fulfill the technical criteria of the Brazilian

Habitat Quality and Productivity Program and
the sustainability requirements of the Caixa
Econbmica Federal bank, such as using wood
from certified sources.

This building stands out for its good-quality,
low-cost housing standards and will be
a Result for Building Better to present to
current and future partners.




The construction of 170 houses through the
Federal Government’s “My House, My Life”
program is an example of the support the
Pratigi EPA Intermunicipal Consortium (Ciapra)
is providing to all five Southern Bahia Lowlands
counties. Ciapra has helped Igrapituna, Nilo
Pecanha, Pirai do Norte and Ibirapitanga draft
Local Social Housing Plans and dialogue with the
Ministry of Cities.

In the environmental arena, Ciapra has assisted
the governments of Itubera and Pirai do Norte
in winning the right to grant environmental
permits for activities and projects with local
impacts — Ciapra presented the proposal

to include those municipalities in Shared
Environmental Management to the Bahia
Department of the Environment.

Southern Bahia Lowlands municipalities
have also received support in the preparation,
execution and delivery of institutional
documents required for proposed amendments
by popular referendum to be approved by
the Joint Budget Committee of the Brazilian
Congress. At a public hearing, the counties
that make up the Pratigi EPA prioritized the
organization of health service and water supply
systems.




IstoE Dinheiro magazine released its list
of “50 Good-Guy Businesses” in May. The
Odebrecht Organization was included for
its support for the PDCIS, an Odebrecht
Foundation program which integrates Public-
Interest Civil Society Organizations and
Cooperatives of the Southern Lowlands. The
initiative was listed in the “Partnerships”
category.

The PDCIS has over 30 partners who invested
about BRL 100 million in the program in 2011
alone. “The social fabric is strengthened when
we have an opportunity for governments, civil
society and businesses to work together and
contribute to the promotion of development
and growth with sustainability,” observes
Mauricio Medeiros, Executive President of the
Odebrecht Foundation.
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Between April 25 and 27, over 2,000 people
had a chance to see handicrafts produced
by members of the Pratigi Environmental
Protection Area Rural Producers’ Cooperative.
Baskets and bio-jewelry made from piassava
fiber and coconuts were on display during the
10th Local Development Expo Brazil, an event
organized by the Brazilian Support Service for

Small Businesses (SEBRAE) in Brasilia.

The program included lectures by
representatives of the Federal Government,
such as Agricultural Development Minister
Pepe Vargas and Human Rights Department
Minister Maria do Rosdrio, and authorities
from the field of sustainability, such as Paul
Singer, Secretary of Solidarity Economics.
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When Jorge Costa, 20, joined the Rural
Family House of Presidente Tancredo Neves,
he was looking for fresh opportunities.
Thanks to the knowledge the young farmer is
acquiring there, he has become a role model
for his local community.

In addition to growing bananas, he has set
up an Integrated and Sustainable Organic
Farming (PAIS) unit on his farm. According to
Jorge, this social technology developed in the
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Southern Bahia Lowlands by the Fundagao
Banco do Brasil (FBB) is an additional
opportunity to boost his income. “l used to
own a small plot of land. I'd sell vegetables to
my neighbors on Saturdays. I’'m going to start
that business up again,” says the student,
who is also a member of the Presidente
Tancredo Neves Rural Producers’ Cooperative
(COOPATAN).




Presenting the history, culture and natural
resources of the Southern Lowlands. This was
the “plot” of “Southern Lowlands - Various
Perspectives,” a documentary aired on TVE, the
State of Bahia’s educational TV channel, on April
21. The video takes viewers to some parts of the
region and spotlights local cultural expressions
such as the Arguida festival in Valenca, Cheganca
dos Mouros in Taperod, Mandus, in Marau and
Zambiapunga, in Nilo Pecanha.

The documentary also features the fortress
in Morro de S3o Paulo, located on Tinharé,
one of the islands in Cairu County. In 2010, a
partnership between the Institute of Sustainable
Development of the Southern Bahia Lowlands,
the Brazilian Ministry of Culture and the
Brazilian Development Bank (BNDES) made it
possible to restore its 670-meter wall through
the Cultural Incentive Law.

Osvaldo Cruz




See who shared experiences with the PDCIS
in the last three months

Apr|I 12: The President Director of the Brazilian Support Service for Small Busmesses
(SEBRAE), Luiz Eduardo Barretto Filho (third from right) during a visit to the Papua
Mountain in Ibirapitanga, Bahia
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April 17: Israel Sverner, from EIectro Plastic, and Braskem members Claudemlr Correa,
Cristiano Rolla and André Leal visited institutions associated with the PDCIS
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April 23: representatives of Recanto Maestro — Meta Group were in the regioﬁ to get a first-
hand look at the PDCIS and the Odebrecht’s vision of Corporate Social Responsibility

May 8-10: sixteen Brazilian Army officers observed the activities underway in the Southern
Lowlands. The Commander of the 6th Military Region, General Goncalves Dias, participated
in part of the program
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May 10: Washington Bolivar Junior, Assistant Attorney General of Brazil, visited the Rural
Family House of Igrapiuna (CFR-I) and Pratigi EPA Guardian Association

A

May 15-16: Odebrecht Sustainability Director Sérgio Ledo (third from Ieﬁ) saw_how the
PDCIS’s Strategic Alliances are structured
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May 22-23: Michele Ximenes (center), a represehtative of the Brazilian Tourism Institute
(Embratur), paid a visit to the family houses and the Pratigi EPA Guardian Association
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May 28-29: the manager of the Terrltorlal Development Unit of National SEBRAE and
the director of SEBRAE Bahia, along with representatives of civil society and the local
Government, toured the headquarters of the institutions that form part of the Starch and
Cassava Strategic Cooperative Alliances

June 14: the Commander of the 6th Mllltary Reglon of the Brazilian Army, General
Gongalves Dias, and Major General Carlos Alberto Neiva Barcellos, Chief of the Army’s

Media Center in Brasilia (third and fourth from right)
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June 14: Viviane Santos (second from left), a Social Worker at the Bairro Novo and
Odebrecht Realizagcdes Imobilidrias real estate development companies, learned about

the activities underway in the region, with a focus on the Caia na Rede (Hit the Net) digital
inclusion project
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